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The Cross has been placed in the foyer and each week the symbols will be placed on it.  

Easter Sunday—Flowers 
Flowers to represent new life—Jesus has risen, He is risen indeed! 

The power of God far exceeds the worst that mankind can do. 

Hallelujah! 

There is a Green Hill far Away    By Cecil Frances Alexander 1818- 1895 
 1 There is a green hill far away,    2. We may not know, we cannot tell,    
 Without a city wall,      What pains he had to bear,                                              
 Where the dear Lord was crucified    But we believe it was for us   , 
 Who died to save us all.     He hung and suffered there.     
   
 3.He died that we might be forgiven,   4.There was no other good enough  
 He died to make us good;     To pay the price of sin;  
 That we might go at last to heaven    He only could unlock the gate 
 Saved by his precious Blood.     Of heaven, and let us in.  
 
     5.O dearly, dearly has he loved, 
     And we must love him too, 
     And trust in his redeeming Blood, 
     And try his works to do. 
 
For many people this hymn is the first one to come to mind as we move into Holy Week and Good Friday ap-
proaches. It was first published as a children’s hymn and I remember [and still have] a ‘pop up’ book of chil-
dren’s favourite hymns that I bought and particularly liked which featured this one. I decided to learn the 
words and that says some thing about the simplicity of them -they are easily accessible with a straightforward 
regular rhyming pattern and have a sense of something recognisable as soon as you see the words ‘green 
hill’ [more likely seen here than Jerusalem]. 
For many years, along with so many others I wondered why a hill should have a city wall until someone told  
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(continued from front) me ‘without’ meant ‘outside’ and indeed some newer versions use the word 

‘outside’ but I wouldn’t want to change it! Otherwise the words are easy, the message is very 

straightforward and whilst it may have been written with children in mind it resonates with adults be-

cause of its very simplicity and clarity. It is also rich in meaning if you take time to really think about the 

words. We sing ‘dear’ Lord which sounds comforting and close to us and then later we repeat the word 

‘dearly’ and have the double meaning of how much Jesus loves us -he gave his life, but also what a price 

he had to pay -it cost him ‘dear’. In 5 simple verses the writer has encapsulated the whole of the Chris-

tian message – not a bad achievement. 

To the writer -Cecil Frances Alexander - I now turn . She was Anglo Irish and began writing hymns in her 

childhood. Her anthology ‘Hymns for Little Children’ was constantly being revised, running to many edi-

tions and she used the profit from her works to many charitable ends. She was married to William Alex-

ander, who became the Anglican Bishop of Derry and Archbishop of Armagh. He also wrote poetry. In-

cluded in her anthology are ‘ All Things Bright and Beautiful’ and ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ . Evidence 

enough that she was a great and enduring hymn writer and poet!   Anna Colledge 

URGENT PLEA! 

As you will see from Ros’s article in this weeks newsletter, trustees 

are meeting soon to discuss the reopening of Ashcroft. However in 

the meantime we are in real need of some additional volunteers to 

support running the weekly joint zoom services. If you have any expe-

rience of hosting a zoom meeting you will know that it is very 

straightforward, and the main job in hosting is to click the ADMIT 

button when you are notified people are joining, along clicking the 

mute button when we start / unmute when we finish! However even 

if you haven’t hosted a zoom meeting before we can provide simple 

training and instructions to support you in doing so. 

 Without trying to be alarmist, if we do not find additional volunteers 

in this role it may impact zoom services running in the period prior to 

reopening. Please contact Anton if you are able to help. 

 

Dear Friends,                         
This year is the 
125th anniversary of Ashcroft 
Church We would like to mark 
this point in history in the life of 
the Church, our community, the 
world, ourselves and our fami-
lies with a new banner and we 
are inviting you to contribute in 
sewing, drawing, knitting, cro-
chet, suggesting an idea, what 
ever is your most appropriate 
skill.                                           
 So get your thinking caps 
on – is there a person, a group, 
an aspect of church life you 
would like commemorated, cele-
brated, remembered? Can you 
think of a way to depict this – a 
simple embroidered name, a 
symbol, a pattern, a picture?  
 We would love this to be a 
truly communal effort and look 
forward to hearing and seeing 
your contributions and sugges-
tions. If you are not crafty your-
self there may be others who 
can help depict your idea – if 
you are, we would love to hear 
from you too!   Forwards ideas 
to Anne Mort or Jean King. 

          God Bless, Wendy                                

    

An Easter Quiz  from Anton  (answers next week)  

Easter Island was discovered on Easter Sunday in which year? 

A) 1579   B)1645  C)  1722   D)  1801 

America formally declared war on Germany, joining WW1 on Good 

Friday 1917.  Who was president at the time? 

A) Franklin D Roosevelt  b) Theodore Roosevelt  c) Harry S Truman 

or  d) Woodrow Wilson. 

The Easter rising occurred in Ireland in 1916. On which day did it 

begin?   A) Maundy Thursday   b) Good Friday   c)  Easter Sunday           

d) Easter Monday    



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mission and Outreach                   Anton Wynn 

Under normal circumstances, when you come to Ashcroft for Church or groups, you would 

spot all of the different things we have on offer and all that we are doing. However in the cur-

rent climate, many of the activities we have worked hard to produce may well of passed you by 

(especially if they are not of particular relevance to you!). However we thought you may like to know of 

some of the mission and outreach work that has been continuing online over lockdown.                                         

 Around Christmas you may have seen, if you were online, our Messy Christmas, online nativity, 

crib service and Jesse tree series. Since then we have been hard at work producing a range of materials 

to reach and support people both in our community and further afield. This has included a regular 

Messy Church at home online session which has had Kate Jopp, Glynnis Freeman and Anton telling lots 

of bible stories linked into craft and games. We’ve also been producing a weekly collective worship for 

local schools (whilst their pupils were home schooling). This has now returned to ‘streamed’ collective 

worship delivered over video links direct to the pupils (which is lovely as they can ask questions and 

contribute thoughts during the sessions).                                                                                                               

 A half term (at home) holiday club ‘Wildlife Wanderers’ was produced for the February half term 

which contained loads of activities and followed the story of creation from Genesis. And we’ve also 

been working hard to move our Build Up Lego group online.                                                                          

 And for Easter lots of work has been put into creating a new interactive Easter trail which uses QR 

Codes (which are a bit like a bar code) that those following the trail can scan with their phones and 

hear parts of the Easter story told by Kate, Poppy, Ros, Anna, Cathy, Sue and Glynnis. The pack also 

contains quizzes, scavenger hunts, games and crafts. You can find out more about the pack (and send it 

onto grandchildren to print and use at home) at www.ashcroftchurch.org.uk/easter’ 

Signs of Responsible Freedom? 

It is heartening after a long dark winter of re-

strictions and sadness to see so many signs of 

spring and at last lighter evenings. With various 

steps being taken to ease lock down so many fami-

lies and friends are getting the long awaited oppor-

tunity to meet up again in person and I am aware 

of this already bringing much joy to members and 

friends at Ashcroft. 

The question is also being asked 'when can we 

worship together in person?'. Be assured that the 

trustees and Wendy have been considering this 

month by month guided of course by the advice 

from our respective denominations. Now that wid-

er freedoms are possible it becomes more perti-

nent and at the trustees meeting to be held on 

21st April the timetable for opening up for worship 

will be on the agenda. May is the likely month as a 

risk assessment has to be carried out and agreed 

first.  Sadly even when it resumes there will be no 

live singing but to be back even socially distanced 

will, I know, bring joy to many. Of course those 

who wish to wait a while before venturing out will 

still get the opportunity for streamed worship. 

Please 'watch this space' and know the trustees 

wish to both keep people safe as well as return to 

live worship as soon as possible. At a separate 

meeting on 28th April, the trustees will discuss the 

return to 'community' activities at the church again 

more news later. 

Ros Burnip  

Chair of Trustees 



Regular Events & Reminders  

Coffee and Catchup  

Tuesdays from 10.15am  

Visit www.ashcroftchurch.org.uk/coffeeandchat 

Password: Ash@Croft7  

Bible Study Fortnightly on Thursdays  

Contact David Cracknell for more information.  

Sunday Services from 10.30am  

This weeks service will be available on YouTube 

from 2pm. The recordings can be supplied on 

CD or DVD if you are not online. Please ask      

Anton if you would like one. 

  4th April: Easter Sunday 

 Preacher: Rev Barbara Bridges 

 11th April: 

 Preacher: Rev Wendy Tucker  

Traidcraft:  Contact Kate Jopp 

All We Can: Contact Ros Burnip 

Ashcroft Ladies Zoom—Contact Anna Colledge 

Remember in your prayers: 

Ann Waters and her family following the death of 
Ann’s husband Rob. 

Our minister Wendy . 

 

Zoom meeting details for Sunday 

Service       

Join Zoom Meeting   https://zoom.us/

j/91345139875wd=bTFWOElmbllsRDdRTUxvR1

M1ZUhmdz09  

Meeting ID: 913 4513 9875 
Pass code: 118434 

NEED TO TALK? 

If you feel the need to talk to someone or need 

any urgent practical help, just contact  Rev. Wen-

dy, Ros or  Glynis Cracknell. 

Answers  to Anna’s Animal Quiz 

1. Copenhagen- Duke of Wellington’s battle horse 

2. Gustav- carrier pigeon awarded the Dickin 

medal after bringing back the first news of the 

Normandy landings. 

3. Theo- arms and explosives springer spaniel 

awarded the Dickin medal after service in Afghan-

istan. Died hours after his beloved handler was 

killed in action.  

4. Eeyore – Winnie the Pooh’s grumpy donkey 

friend 

5. Benjamin Bouncer – Beatrix Potter’s first pet 

rabbit who used to go on holiday with her. 

6. Thomasina – the cat in Paul Gallico’s novel. He 

was an avid cat lover. 

7. Grey Friars Bobby -Skye terrier who guarded 

his master’s grave for 14 years until he himself 

died. 

8. Kaa- the sneaky serpent in Jungle 

Book 

9. Hedwig – Harry Potter’s pet owl 

10. Larry – the Downing Street 

mouser known for his dislike of 

other cats. 

   Please note the next Coffee and 

Chat will be on Tuesday 20th April. 

Churches Together Good Friday Service  

Can be accessed via the blink below.  The service 

has been recorded with readings from various 

Churches, including Ashcroft, taking part. 

https://www.facebook.com/ChurchesCirencester  

https://zoom.us/j/91345139875?pwd=bTFWOElmbllsRDdRTUxvR1M1ZUhmdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91345139875?pwd=bTFWOElmbllsRDdRTUxvR1M1ZUhmdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91345139875?pwd=bTFWOElmbllsRDdRTUxvR1M1ZUhmdz09

