
refreshments, colouring and giving out goodie bags which contained a storybook of  
Jesus’ birth. Thank you to Glynnis F and the Squeals team for all their help! 

Crib Service
We had a wonderful time at our Toddler crib 
service on the 17th December as we shared the 
Christmas story with children and adults who 
attended. We were pleased to be joined by 
children from the Sunflowers nursery for the 
service, and everyone was very excited as we, 
literally, unwrapped the nativity story with a game 
of pass the parcel, and the children adding new 
characters to the crib scene as they were 
unwrapped.  
Oscar the Owl joined us to help explain why the 
nativity was so important and we finished out with 

Ashcroft News 
Issue 2 

January 2020 

Looking back at our 
Christmas services 
and activities 

Coming Soon! 
What’s on in the 
next months 

New groups and 
activities for 2020 

Christmas Lunch and Carols 
It was a wonderful atmosphere at our 
Christmas Together lunch club again this year. 
With wonderful food, company and 
conversation, it was a very special time and 
many of those attending said how much they 
enjoyed it and that it was a magical time.  
Following the lunch lots of people stayed on to 
an afternoon carol service, with music kindly 
led by Chris Watson on her Accordion.  
Many thanks to Glynis C and Andy J for 
helping with the service which included 
sketches, readings, a humorous video about 
Christmas traditions and more.  

Putting the FUN in Fundraising
Our fundraising team have put in so much effort this year. 
With concerts from Blue Notes, Swindon Male Voice choir 
and the Coln Choir along with a quiz early in the year, 
marmalade and books. The most recent event included 
everything from traditional Christmas Songs to modern 
day classics, and also Christmas readings and a couple of 
singalong numbers. It was an evening full of fun. 



Homeberry House: 

For many years local preachers and ministers from Ashcroft Church have gone into 
Homeberry House to lead brief acts of worship at Harvest, Christmas and Easter. 
Arranged for many years by David and Margaret Fletcher, I took the helm when they 
retired. 

These short informal services have a loyal following of residents and the support of 
Angela Sumner the current manager. Over the years members of Ashcroft themselves 
have resided at Homeberry House, currently Ivy Spavins and Dorothy Hopper live there 
and it is good to see them as the services. It has always been encouraging to receive 
support from members of the Ashcroft congregation who come to add vocals and to 
socialise with residents. Although modest this outreach has resulted in residents 
attending the Annual Holiday at Home and coming to regular worship on a Sunday. Small 
steps to help those who are unable to make regular worship enjoy fellowship and praise. 

Study Groups & Lent Reflections 

Squeals Christmas Party
The Squeals team pulled out all the stops 
to put on a lovely Christmas party for the 
children as they finished for the Christmas 
break. Instead of making a financial 
contribution, adults were encouraged to 

bring along some food to share, which provided a large banquet for all attending. Liz 
kindly arranged and gave out Christmas gifts to all the children attending.  

The Ponting Disciples

This is the 21st year of the group and the 20th at ‘The Pontings’. There have been various 
changes in the group membership of course over the years but always about Christian 
Discipleship and understanding the faith for today. We meet weekly and resume on the 
17 January 2020 from 10 am to 12 noon, and will meet for 10 weeks until April. At 
present we are working through Holy Habits and on the 17th we will be 
considering“Gladness and Generosity”.  In February for Lent we shall follow Holy Habits 
with Holy Living – The Christian Tradition for Today by Rowan Williams.   If this interests 
you please talk with Anne Clark - 01285 860291, . 

Thursday Study Group
The Thursday study groups meetings will, as before, alternate between the Jopp's and 
the Cracknell's. They will be fortnightly on Thursday afternoons, with the first meeting on 
Thursday 9th January 2.30 - 4.00pm. The group will be following a Lent-themed Study 
Guide 'Living Faith' over 6 sessions based on responding to Christ's words on the cross 
(forgiveness, service, hope, adoption, empathy, trust). 

Holy Habits Friday Group
The Friday study group restarts on Friday 31st January at 2pm running, as before, at 
Ashcroft Church & Centre. 



Volunteering can change 
lives!
Nearly all the outreach work currently undertaken by Ashcroft 
Church is only viable with input from a band of loyal and 
energetic volunteers. Most enjoy the opportunity to chat to other 
people, to contribute a variety of skills such as preparing the 
food for the Lunch Club, helping with the young families at 
Squeals, making teas and coffees at a host of events and many other small and large 
tasks. 

However more volunteers are always needed and they do not have to be church members. 
So if you know a neighbour or have a friend who is maybe now on their own and needing 
company, someone who has just moved to the area and who wants to make new friends or 
a talented person with skills to share at messy vintage etc – then do approach them and 
then introduce them to Anton who can them find just the right shaped hole to slot them in! 

Particular needs currently are for: 

Church Treasurer:  We are in need of a new Church treasure, to take over from Jane 
Bennett when she steps down at Easter. Job description from Alun Thomas

Communications Trustee: There is a vacancy on the trustees for an individual to help 
organise and develop Ashcroft’s communications with its Church members and 
community. This role includes the organising of posters and flyers for Church services, and 
promoting other Church events. Ideally this person would have some knowledge of social 
media. 

Work Club Volunteer(s) (Low hours!): As part of our new partnership with the Jericho 
foundation, we are hoping to find volunteers to help with our new work skills courses. 
These seven week courses will run twice a year, for an hour a week, and 
therefore volunteer commitment could be as low as a few hours per year. See 
Anton or Andy for more information. 

Meet, Greet+Eat Volunteer(s): We are looking for at least one more Meet, 
Greet+Eat volunteer to help on Wednesday afternoons at our new social 
group. It is not a weekly commitment, and a big part of the role involves 
helping those who may struggle with mobility to take part in sessions, such as 
craft and games. See Anton, Ros or Glynis C if you may be able to help. 

New opportunities at Ashcroft Work Club
We are pleased to announce that, following a period of exploration and discussion, 
Ashcroft work club has recently partnered with the Jericho Foundation to help grow its 
existing work and provision. The Jericho Foundation already work with many Churches 
and organisations in the UK to help them reach those most in need by providing support 
in finding employment. 

This new partnership will enable Ashcroft work club to run formal work skills courses 
alongside its regular drop in sessions. We would love to hear from those who may be 
able to support these courses, and are running a training day on Monday 3rd Feb for all 
those interested. 



Some Dates for your Diary 
January
Tues 7th, 10:30am: Squeals on Wheels starts back 
      7:15pm: Ashcroft Ladies starts back 
Wed 8th, 12:00pm: Together Lunch club & Meet, Greet  
   + Eat starts back 
Fri 10th, 10:30am: Together Cafe with Sing to    
  Remember, Remember to sing 
     6:30m: ARK Starts back 
Wed 15th, 7:00pm: Trustees Meeting 
Mon 27th, 2:00pm: Holocaust Memorial Service 
Wed 29th, 7:30pm: Marriage & Relationship workshop  
   @ Tetbury 

February 
Sun 16th , 11:30am: Congregational Meeting 
Mon 18th - Fri 22nd: Half term - look out for news on our 
school holiday provision closer to the time! 

March 
Fri 12th:  World day of Prayer 

Welcoming our new user groups. 
At Ashcroft we are really pleased to welcome so many community groups into our building. 
In many cases this has led to opportunities to work more closely with them, and one great 
events has started this month. Remember to Sing, Sing to remember is a singing group, for 
everyone, but especially tailored to those caring for, and suffering from dementia. As part of 
this we have worked with the group, run in partnership between Mindsong, The Churn and 
the Admiral dementia nursing team to provide the carers cafe, as part of our together 
community cafe morning. With the nine attending the singing, we have over 30 people at 
our Friday cafe morning on the 10th January. 

We have also welcomed several other new groups this term and we were pleased to include 
the below news from Cirencester art group as they settle into Ashcroft. 
‘Please may we, the Cirencester art groups, express our thanks 
to all at the Ashcroft centre in welcoming us to this our new 
home. Here are some words from Marion, a student of the 
Wednesday afternoon group. 

‘We have settled well into our new surroundings, enjoying one 
another’s company, as we paint and draw. Fiona our art tutor, 
continues to inspire and guide us with both established and new 
techniques in painting and sketching-aided of course, by her 
good humour, sense of fun and banter! 

The two-hour session would not be complete, without the 
essential mug of tea, or coffee, accompanied by cake, or 
biscuits-and plenty of laughter.’  We welcome new members, 
whether beginners or those with experience, please drop in to 
meet us on Wednesdays between 10.00-12.00 and 1.00-3.00.’ 

Looking to 
the future
In the autumn our 
minister will be moving 

on to pastures new having loyally 
served Ashcroft and two other 
churches for several years. Rev 
Wendy Tucker, a Methodist minister 
from North Wiltshire has been 
appointed to take up the baton from 
September. She will move here with 
her husband Nigel in the summer. 
More information on this much 
nearer to the summer. 


