
What a Lark!
Whilst many activities closed down over
the summer the ARK youngsters and
their parents enjoyed a BBQ in St
Michael’s Park on a sunny and dry (after
last year’s deluge!) evening. It was a
‘Lark in the Park’ with plenty of games
on hand and thanks to Mike Dearsley
and Derek Freeman – plenty of tasty
grub to eat. Several more ‘mature’
church members joined in what was a
great time of fellowship and fun.
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No rationing in sight at our holiday at home
event.
Fun and fellowship is not only reserved for the
youngsters as on July 31st ‘Wayback
Whensday’ proved a day of feasting and fun
for 43 people who had to tax their memories
about signature tunes, get their brains in gear
for a quiz about war time memorabilia and
decorate hoops with Rachel Ann Harwood
who reminded us all about ‘making do and
mend’.

Pictures of ‘old’ Cirencester reminded
everyone just how much it had changed whilst
Bridget led the close of play with songs. That
was the fun – Anna and her team supplied the
feasting – a good day for all.

Squeals on Wheels
Tuesdays during term time, 10-11:30am

Squeals on Wheels restarted on Tuesday
10th September. Liz and her team provide
a programme for the pre-schoolers and
their carers with games, craft and singing.

Another of our ‘Explore Together’ Church
events, for younger children, will take
place on 29th October and we will be
exploring the theme of light. The last one
held on 16th April on an Easter theme was
very popular so watch this space for
booking details.

Ashcroft Road Kids
Fridays during term time, 6:30-8:00pm

Ark - our Friday night youth club for 7 – 12
year olds – has now restarted after the
summer break. It meets every Friday
during term time with a variety of
activities, including crafts, sport and a
very popular tuck shop. This year we are
hoping to train some of our past members
to become Young Leaders and will be
encouraging them to take on new
responsibilities on a Friday night.

Ashcroft Work Club
Mondays and Tuesdays, 12:00-2:00pm

The work club, which has now been going
for three years, will be continuing on its
usual slots, Monday and Tuesday
lunchtimes (12-2pm), throughout the
autumn. We are investigating the putting
on of relevant short courses for work club
clientele, which we intend to start early in
2020. Our clientele has been broadening,
and we now also have various requests
for training or help in using IT, as well as
those who are seeking paid work. We are
considering the implications of this for
the widening of our services.

Ashcroft Ladies
Tuesdays during term time, 7:30pm

Ashcroft Ladies ably led by Anna already
has the autumn programme firmly in
place, which can be found on the notice
boards. New ladies are always welcome
to this lively and friendly group.

Community Craft
Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am

After an enforced Summer break
following Rev. James’ illness, the Craft
Group started up again in September with
10-12 people of varied abilities. Aided by
helpers Mattie and Jane there is
something for all. No need to book, just
drop in, every Thursday morning from
10am to 12.

Food Features!
Eating together and sharing fellowship is a core Christian theme and the weekly
LUNCH CLUB goes from strength to strength. Debbie’s creative menus are eagerly
awaited and enjoyed by up to 36 men and women weekly. On 6th November the new
Methodist Superintendent will come for lunch so do come and meet Rev John Hellyer.
The Christmas Lunch will be on 11th December, booking is required.

Fridays see the return of the community café (11-2pm) which supplies drinks and light
snacks for both regulars and casual customers. It is hoped to link this with the Friday
Bible Study Group (See Over) as well as other groups using the building.

Returning groups this Autumn

(Defi)Brill(ator) news with the installation of a new piece of equipment.
Before the summer the new defibrillator was installed outside of Ashcroft Church &
Centre for the use of it’s patrons and the wider community. This life saving piece of
equipment is easy to use and can be operated by anyone at any time (there’s no need to
phone anyone and no code on the box). However if you would like some instruction on
its use we have a training evening planned, and Steve Colledge will also be on hand after
a Sunday service to explain its operation.



Meet+Greet:
Wednedays, 2:00-3:30pm
This is a new group starting on October 9th. It is
for both men and women and the idea is to
meet ‘old friends’ and greet ‘new friends’. It will
have a varied programme ranging from a week
of singing entitled ‘Lively Voices’ led by Bridget
to games, short films, quizzes, tea concerts
and occasional speakers. The Church calendar
will be marked at Harvest, Christmas,
Pentecost etc.

Several couples connected with the church
have a partner who need additional and
ongoing assistance and it is hoped this will
also be a place that they can come for
companionship and support.

Contact Anton, Ros or Glynis C for more
details.

New events to feed the mind:
Alternate Thursdays from 2.30pm, and Fridays
from 2pm

As Christians we are tasked to grow and learn
and two new house groups are starting this
autumn.

One will take place fortnightly on Thursdays, from 2.30pm, alternating between David &
Glynis Cracknell’s and Kate and Andy Jopp’s houses. Over the autumn, the group is
following a study guide which looks at the gospel of Luke. All are welcome but please
advise if you are attending to ensure there are enough chairs or to check details. Contact
Glynis Cracknell for dates and times.

The Holy Habits study group runs on the alternate weeks when the Thursday group isn’t
meeting. It meets fortnightly Fridays from 2pm, meeting at Ashcroft Church led by Rev.
James Taylor. The Holy Habits programme has been embraced by both Methodist and
URC traditions over the past few years and is billed as an adventure in Christian
discipleship based upon Luke’s picture of the early church in Acts 2:42-47. It explores
and encourages the practice of ten disciplines, or holy habits: biblical teaching,
fellowship, breaking bread, prayer, sharing resources, serving, eating together, gladness
and generosity, worship and making more disciples.

As each of the ten habits is explored separately, you can come along at anytime, so feel
free to join either, or both, groups as soon as you are able.

All of these activities and events need volunteers to run them
otherwise they simply will not happen. If you can help in the
smallest way then do talk to Anton. Support and training is
available where needed.
Currently we are looking for the following volunteers:

Booking Assistant: A trainee role to support Anton & Brenda,
working with Jane, to manage and maintain our user group bookings.

Communion Steward: To help with preparing and serving of communion at our 1st Sunday
service and other special times. See Liz Hicks

Dates for your Diary
Sept
Fri 20th : Holy Habits Study Group (Theme: Eating

Together ) starts
Sun 22nd : Harvest Service, Congregational Meeting

& Harvest Lunch
Thurs 26th : Home group (Gospel of Luke)
Sat 28th : Swindon Male Voice Choir Fundraiser

Oct
Mon 7th : Prayer meeting
Wed 9th : Meet+Greet Starts
Thur 10th : Homeberry House Harvest Service
Fri 11th /Sat 12th : URC West Midlands Synod: Vision4Mission
Sun 13th : Community Lunch
Sun 20th : Early Communion

Big Questions Service
Wed 23rd : Trustees Meeting
Tues 29th : Explore Together (for younger children)

Nov
Mon 7th : Prayer meeting
Sun 10th : Community Lunch
Sun 17th : Early Communion

Big Questions Service
Dec
Sun 1st : Toy Service & 1st Sunday in Advent
Sat 7th : The Coln Choir fundraiser
Tues 10th : Squeals Christmas Party
Wed 11th : Together Christmas lunch

Ashcroft User group Christmas Carols
Fri 13th : Ark Christmas Party

Carols in St Michaels Park
Tue 17th : Crib Service
Sun 22nd : Evening Carol Service
Tues 24th : Late night Christmas Eve Service
Wed 25th : Christmas Day Service

Books & Marmalade
Sales

Don’t forget that you
can help support
Ashcroft Centre and the
work taking place by
buying books from our
new second hand book
stall for only 50p, or a
pot of tasty home made
marmalade, from £1.20
per pot.

New Groups and Activities for 2019/20 Job Vacancies for Volunteers

Buy your tickets now!


